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don himself. In the summer of 1898 he granted to one of
his flock, who was interpreter to the governor, a decree of
divorce which appeared to the indignant Orthodox to be
irregular. The long-smouldering rebellion broke into a blaze.
The following day the people crowded into the cathedral,
shouting: "We won't have a patriarch who gives such di-
vorces!" Men seized on the ropes and tolled the great bell
as for a funeral, while the crowd shouted: "Our patriarch
is dead! Our patriarch is dead! We must have another!"
Hard by in his palace, Spiridon heard the death-knell of his
sovereignty. The uproar spread through the city, reaching
the ears of the civil governor and the military commander,
who immediately inferred that a revolution against the
government had broken out. Revolution indeed it was, but
ecclesiastical, not political. Together the two pachas hur-
ried to the cathedral, entering, however, with no show of
force. The civil governor demanded to know what was the
matter, but was answered only by renewed cries: "Our
patriarch is deadl He is against our religion!" Finally
grasping the situation, he attempted to mediate between
patriarch and people, hastening from cathedral to palace,
from palace back to cathedral. Not until he gave his per-
sonal guarantee that the decree of divorce would be annulled
were the people willing to disperse. But not yet did the
patriarch understand their temper. With a fatuous stub-
bornness that predicted his downfall, he threatened to arrest
two native priests who had omitted his name in the com-
memoration of the mass. They fled to the sanctuary of the
cathedral, as it were to the very horns of the altar. To the
cathedral at midnight came the patriarch's creatures, with
a guard of Turkish soldiers; the former broke down the door
and entered, the soldiers remained tentatively passive out-
side. A parley ensued, resulting in the surrender of the
priests. "The sanctuary must not be defiled by Turkish
soldiers," they said. " Rather we will go with you." At once
the entire Christian quarter was aroused. By two o'clock
six hundred Orthodox had gathered in the cathedral; by
dawn the crowd numbered four thousand, including Chris-
tians of all sects, all shouting at the top of their voices. This